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Saul stayed with the disciples in Damascus for several days. Right away, he began to preach about Jesus
in the synagogues.
“He is God’s Son,” he declared. Everyone who heard him was baffled. They questioned each
other, “Isn’t he the one who was wreaking havoc among those in Jerusalem who called on this
name? Hadn’t he come here to take those same people as prisoners to the chief priests?”…. The
church throughout Judea, Galilee, and Samaria enjoyed a time of peace. God strengthened the
church, and its life was marked by reverence for the Lord. Encouraged by the Holy Spirit, the
church continued to grow in numbers.
As Peter toured the whole region, he went to visit God’s holy people in Lydda. There he found a man
named Aeneas who was paralyzed and had been confined to his bed for eight years. Peter said to him,
“Aeneas, Jesus Christ heals you! Get up and make your bed.” At once he got up. Everyone who lived in
Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord.
In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas). Her life overflowed
with good works and compassionate acts on behalf of those in need. About that time, though, she
became so ill that she died. After they washed her body, they laid her in an upstairs room. Since
Lydda was near Joppa, when the disciples heard that Peter was there, they sent two people to
Peter. They urged, “Please come right away!” Peter went with them.
Upon his arrival, he was taken to the upstairs room. All the widows stood beside him, crying as they
showed the tunics and other clothing Dorcas made when she was alive. Peter sent everyone out of the
room, then knelt and prayed. He turned to the body and said, “Tabitha, get up!” She opened her eyes,
saw Peter, and sat up. He gave her his hand and raised her up. Then he called God’s holy people,
including the widows, and presented her alive to them.
The news spread throughout Joppa, and many put their faith in the Lord. Peter stayed for some
time in Joppa with a certain tanner named Simon.
Annual Reading Plan
August 13:
Genesis 37
Psalm 105
Romans 10:5-15
Matthew 14:22-33

